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Jorthy Causes

TWO OF THEM WERE BORN OUT OF TRAGEDY BECAUSE OF THE tant—fixtures on the New Jersey golf calendar. They include the Steven A. Cox Charity

death of someone who left the earth at a much earlier age than they should have. Two are Classic, the Val Skinner Foundation LIFE Event, and two tournaments associated with

influenced by the desire to make thi

s better for needy kids. All are powered by the need former Philadelphia Eagles quarterback and current ESPN football analyst Ron

to take a bad situation and make it infinitely better. Jaworski—the Acme Fall Golf Classic and the Ron Jaworski Celebrity Golf Challenge.

They are the leading charity golf tou

ments that have become annual—and impor- They're all great endowers to the causes they benefit ne Val Skinner Fou
I it breast cancer.
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Ron Jaworski (vellow shirt) is
Aanked by Joe Theismann
and Michael Straban at the
Celebrity Challenge.

Steven . Cox Charity Classic
h

Iy married at the time of his

death—the Cox. Classic h

$6 millon for health-related chil-  Marion. “He had interest
appropriatc

¢ sclected s
Stee'slove of kids.” says Mike Maron, the cvent’ tor.
nament director, “He had lots of children in his extended

nitude. It has ben

family—nicces and nephews—and they all ruly adored  SIDS,
him! locations lke Fiddler's EI
‘The Classic was bom from humble beginnings. In  among others

1390, e Cox s sl sl bt suffing o the

discase, cight cmployees at AT&T, where Cox on September 17, the e
mrketing exccutive, decidd o hold S0l golfuhon. dovnsin, The. 36 hle
by taking pledges around the office to raisc money for

Cox and his wife so they could have some fun and get  be @ new
their minds off of the strugele.

‘The group raised $2.800, which they comverted into$1 by Cox’s futher.
bills They put the money in a duffle bag, wen to Cox's
home, and dumped the proceeds over him and the living
room floor.

uniy to reboot the event
ready for that;
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Over the years the Cox C1

says Marion.

Cox dicd the following
year, bul the initial cfforts
ers the embryo of what was
o follow:

‘Athis foneral several of us
were realizing how tragic his
o v nd it v ud 0 do

mething to honor him
i fan i g0l o

 to remember hi

and the Imus Ranch and has been held at multiple:

Ibow and New Jersey National,

But this year, as it prepares for its 18th annual outing

ven is changing course and
Royce Brook Golf Club in

Hillsborough will be the sole site of the event, There will
bencficiary, St Jude Children's Rescarch
Hmwml in Memphis, Tennessce, which was suggested

“It had become so large that we looked for the oppor-

Change is good and we were
had a long and folfil-

Val Skinner (left) gathers

in elaonsip it ou e

Even with the downsizing
the Cox Classic will hardly be
minuscule. Marion says 240-260 golfers are expected to
tec it up this year It sl remains a very tough touma-
ment o get into.
Corporate sponsorship. remains the primary key to
open the dor. Packigesrng fom S2:500 1o upvars
of $20,000, depending on how much golf and viibilty a
company wants. Individual spots are based upon avail-
abilty. Information can be atained on the
site, wwwcoxcharity

Val Skinner LIFE Event
“The Val Skinner Foundation LIFE Event stands for
LPGA Pros In the Fight To Eradicate Breast Cancer,

LPGA players for some
final instructions before last
year’s LIFE event.

Skinner, herself a_former

o cancer onl appered
1o women over 4

“Obviously thats ot truc:” says New um, resident
Skinner. “Today, i’s fortunate that we're sceing more
young women who are diagnosed properly at carli
Stages. That was the goal of this initial launch and cer-
tainly 10 get @ message (o this younger generation to be
proactive, We've created a number of programs through
our bencfactors 0 do that”

Another key thrust in the development of the LIFE
Event was Skinner's own breast cancer scarc in 1999
whenshe s 38 Thankuly he mor s b,

“It just_ made sense to me o push harde
Sk “Tha was when 1 41 sot o came topther 1
my mind in having a blucprint of a ide:

which is what the annual is all shout.
11's also about the memory of Heather Farr, a promis-
ing LPGA player who dicd of the discase at 28 and
hose carly loss stimulated Skinner to start thinking
about holding the cvent. Partof that genesis was because

s completed the
she was honored by the Susan G. Komen Foundation at
the LPGA's S0th aniversary fete for carlier work she
done for breast cancer. That evening she met both
jane Balma, a breast cancer survivor who was part of




Royce Brook Golf Club will be

the legal team for the

Skimer 0id them of er
interest in raising money for

4 young wo- man's breast cancer initiative. When she
received the Komen group's support, he rest, as S
says, was histor.

e LIFE event stared that year. Since then,
donated more than 4 million o breast cancer-related

Wee been bl o mintin ki
tion to breast cancer throughout the couny from a sin-
gle-day golf event, and we've been able to do that con-
sistently over the Lt seven years. .

“The LIFE eventis a legacy to our tour players that we
have lost to breast cancer and also the LPGA Tour and
family who have been devastated by some of these diag-
noses.” adds Skinner. “Because we can do something
about it through our sport with my leadership and many
of my fellow professionals who have joined on, we've
been able 10 do that,

the largest dona-
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“We've built o valuable

the site of this year’s Cox Classic,  wiendship with the Cancer
which will benefit St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.  son tne 156,

Insitute of New Jersey [one
of the benefactors] and the
Susan G. Komen Found-

s national
harity]. Hopefully we are
making o
fight and have somewhat a leadi

difference in this

i years evet il b hed May 21 at Ridgewond
Country Club in Paramus, and will feature a field of
approximately 25 |
Meg Mallon, Beih Danel

or visi the official web
site at www:valskinnerfoundation,

Tournaments for the Jaws Youth Fund
Ron Jaworski's two annual golf touraments, the Ron

wnplaynorthesstgolt.com

Jaworski Celebrity Golf Challenge and the Acme Fall
If Classic, serve youth through the Javs Youth Fund.
Jaworski has held the events since 1985 and has raised
about $1.6 million for the fund.
1t was a good way 1o give back to the community,
ki, an avid golfer and South Jersey resident.
“They've goten bigger and better every single
where now they now have a high narional profile”
e Celebrity Challenge is the big;
tournaments. This year it wil be held May 2021 at
Atlantic.City Country Club and will be hosted by
Harras, UPS, and Acme Markets. Celebrities expect-
ed 10 attend this year include Joe Theismann, Marshall
Faulk, Sterling Sharpe, and Rich Gannon. Many other
Wi profte atictes e aso Hkely paricipints The
Fall Classic, also sponsored by Acme Markets
(“they're very community oriented,” says Jaworski), is
more of  local event, but previously has had sports
celebrities like Dave Schultz, Mike Quick, and Joe
Pisarcik. It will be held September 26 at Jaworski's
‘own Valleybrook Country Club in Blacksood.
“The money raised for the Jawes Youth Fund is adminis-

National Football Leage,

T understand what a great group it is and what great

work they do. They keep their administrative costs down
work i our c

mmunities,

Unlike the Cox and LIFE Ev
o personal tragedies involved. But Jaworski says i's
sl a o i ot of kids need help.
“As happy as 1 am that we're able to help people,
there’s till & ot more that need help and there’s sill &
ong way 10 go7” says Jaworski.
The Celebrity Challenge has been “sold out forever
says Jaworski and is oriented towards. sponsorship
packages. Individuals can only purchase a foursome,
depending upon availability. The
both. Foursomes range from $800 to $4,000, depend-
ing on the level of sponsorship. Individual spots cost
200 cach.

Information on both events can be attained at
wwwjawsyouthfund.org. For more information on the
Chall
the Fall Classic,

ournaments,there are

Classic offers

05-7070. For more information on
all 856-963-2720. m

ing childten and youth succeed. Jaworski has been
involved with the organization since entering the

Bob Seligman is a freclance writer special
from Suffern, New York.

i in golf




